ABN Statement on Changes to
Administrative Code Chapter 610-x-11
“Graduate Nursing Scholarships”

And Establishment of New Chapter 610-x-12
“Loan Repayment Program for Advanced Practice Nursing”

During the 2016 Regular Session, the Legislature passed Alabama Act No. 2016-353, which
establishes an education loan repayment program for CRNPs, CNMs, and CRNAs who agree to
work in areas of critical need for providers in Alabama. Because this is a new program and
because the Legislature charged the Board with administering it, ABN is required to promulgate
a new chapter to the ABN Administrative Code codifying qualifications and the application
process for awarding loans. These rules are contained in proposed new Chapter 610-x-12.

In conjunction with writing the new loan repayment rules and in keeping with Board policy
mandating review of all existing rules on a regular basis, the Board also elected to propose
revisions to Chapter 610-x-11, “Graduate Nursing Scholarships.” The revisions are primarily of
the “house-keeping” variety, but nurses and students may be interested in changes allowing
scholarship payments to be made once per year (rather than splitting the total scholarship
between academic terms) and giving the Board more flexibility to consider a student’s particular
academic track when determining compliance with scholarship requirements.

Please review the proposals and feel free to provide comments. The Board will be accepting
comments until 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 5, 2016.
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610-X-11-.01 Candidate Qualifications.
(1) Applicants for graduate nursing scholarships shall:

(a) Be a resident of the State of Alabama for at least
one year preceding the time of making application for the
graduate nursing scholarship.

(b) Have an active, unencumbered license as a
professional nurse in Alabama.

(c) Be a person of good moral character.

(d) Be accepted for an Alabama graduate program
conducted by an accredited college or university.

(e) Agree to practice professional nursing or become a
nursing instructor in the State of Alabama for at least two years
immediately after completing the graduate degree. For purposes of
this section, the term “immediately” shall be defined as
commencing within six months (180 days)following completion of the
graduate degree and continuing for two consecutive full years
thereafter.

(2) The Board may grant a waiver of any of these provisions to
any recipient upon receipt of evidence of extenuating
circumstances beyond the recipient’s control.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing
Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, Act 2012-262.
History: Filed September 27, 1982. Amended: Filed

Supp. 3/31/13 11-1




Chapter 610-X-11 Nursing

December 7, 1984; effective January 11, 1985. Amended: Filed

September 20, 2002; effective October 25, 2002.Repealed and New
Rule: Filed February 25, 2013; effective April 1, 2013.

Ed. Note: Original Rule 610-X-11-.01, Implementation Of Act, was
repealed and Rule 610-X-11-.02 was renumbered to Rule
610-X-11-.01, as per certification filed September 20, 2002;
effective October 25, 2002.

610-X-11-.02 Scholarship Conditions.

(1) Scholarships may be awarded for multiple years of
graduate study.

(2) The Board shall give preference to applicants
pursuing a career in nursing education.

(3) Each scholarship is limited to a maximum of ten
thousand dollars ($10,000).

(4) Scholarship recipients shall be selected from the
State of Alabama at large and, to the extent practicable,
distributed throughout the State.

(5) The number of scholarships shall equal five
percent of the total enrollment in graduate nursing programs in
Alabama.

(a) Each June Board staff will contact deans of
Alabama graduate nursing programs to determine the total number
of Alabama residents enrolled in graduate nursing programs.

(b) The Board shall use the number of Alabama
residents enrolled in graduate nursing programs to determine the
number of scholarships to be awarded.
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(7) Scholarship recipients shall notify the Board if
any of the following conditions apply:

(a) Failure to complete the graduate nursing program
when anticipated.

(b) Relocation.

(c) Employment following graduation from graduate

nursing program.

Supp. 3/31/13 11-2
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Author: Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, Act 2012-262.

History: Filed September 29, 1982. Amended: Filed

December 7, 1984; effective January 11, 1985. Amended: Filed
September 20, 2002; effective October 25, 2002.Repealed and New
Rule: Filed February 25, 2013; effective April 1, 2013.

Ed. Note: Original 610-X-11-.03 was renumbered to Rule
610-X-11-.02, as per certification filed September 20, 2002;
effective October 25, 2002.

610-X-11-.03 Application For Scholarship.

(1) An applicant for the graduate nursing scholarship
shall submit an on-line application by the deadline established
by the Board.

(2) Incomplete applications may not be considered.

(3) The applicant for graduate nursing scholarship
shall submit proof of:

(a) Residency.
(b) Acceptance in graduate nursing program in Alabama.
(4) Once awarded a scholarship, the applicant shall

sign a promissory note for the total amount awarded.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, Act 2012-262.

History: Filed September 29, 1982. Amended: Filed

December 7, 1984; effective January 11, 1985. Amended: Filed
September 20, 2002; effective October 25, 2002.Repealed and New
Rule: Filed February 25, 2013; effective April 1, 2013.

Ed. Note: Original 610-X-11-.04 was renumbered to Rule
610-X-11-.03, as per certification filed September 20, 2002;
effective October 25, 2002.

Supp. 3/31/13 11-3



Chapter 610-X-11 Nursing
610-X-11-.04 Failure To Satisfy Conditions Of Scholarship.

(1) A scholarship recipient who fails to meet the
conditions of the scholarship shall immediately repay the State
Treasury in full any amount received.

(2) In the event of the scholarship recipient’s death,
any obligation to repay funds shall be cancelled.

(3) Should the scholarship recipient becomes
physically or mentally impaired and unable to complete a
graduate degree in nursing or fulfill the post-scholarship
service requirement, the obligation to repay funds shall be
cancelled.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, Act 2012-262.

History: Filed September 29, 1982. Amended: Filed

December 7, 1984; effective January 11, 1985. Amended: Filed
September 20, 2002; effective October 25, 2002.Repealed and New
Rule: Filed February 25, 2013; effective April 1, 2013.

Ed. Note: Original 610-X-11-.05 was renumbered to Rule
610-X-11-.04, as per certification filed September 20, 2002;
effective October 25, 2002.

610-X-11-.05 Payment Of Scholarship Funds.

(1) Payments to the scholarship recipient shall be
made semi—annually.

2 T ESE NP SN 7 alh 11 12N f+roar NN r 1 £ + 1
7 [ [ I S S R ) LJQ/I._YIH 1T [0 Y 1 &, g mpm vy 1 C - Uk/l.l.lk/lL/LJ__Y - - C1IT

I v £ £ Ada o~ EENERY 20"+ PN AN NN FEEN SN I = N B NPT R R NEANE ST i HP-NEE
_Y & g - J_L/I.J.l\A_LJ.J\j, LJJ_ S w A\ 8 CIT 1 _LLJ_L 1T C o AT T T Ay A\ AWy OTTT ITCCTOCTC T IT
+ PN horas eadema o~ S A O IR ISR EEEa £~ N~ < roer
T LJJ_ o L IT | = =y ) . e eaw y B [y ysw s L T T T T OITT - (& J_L/L\_j

() Th ancAarn A g A ah 11 N ma A i+ Tia 1 sz 1 £

\ 7 1T =] T1TC0 LJL/I._YAH TTC [ 1 4 & pu Ly [l e w3 [ N S W wa UK/I.J__Y - .
+1h ~ £ a0~ i 72 A+ roco o nt ailma 4+~ A
CTT L& g - J_L,lllu_LJ.lk_j, t/J_\/ [EEAw 5 A CTT E- \/_Lt/J_ ITC O DT T T TS0
Adociamant ab 3o~ 4 NS o heotrra FEPNP PN PN IV SR P IR S
A8 o OTIT ITCTO T T | t/J_\/ (=== TTOoOTTO - (Ao aw T N)L,LJ.M_Y 1T W
PP AW R | acmaatrAra e ma o e an £ NI AxzAa v
o T1TO AN W iy wsp [=J TTT [ 10 T Cr & T T TTITTOTTT . (& Tr J_LA.\j\,

Author: The Alabama Board of Nursing

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, Act 2012-262.

History: Filed September 29, 1982. Amended: Filed

December 7, 1984; effective January 11, 1985. Amended: Filed
February 5, 1998; effective March 12, 1998. Amended: Filed
September 20, 2002; effective October 25, 2002.Repealed and New
Rule: Filed February 25, 2013; effective April 1, 2013.

Ed. Note: Original 610-X-11-.06 was renumbered to Rule
610-X-11-.05, as per certification filed September 20, 2002;
effective October 25, 2002.

Supp. 3/31/13 11-4
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610-X-11-.06 Disciplinary Action. (REPEALED)

Statutory Authority: Code of Ala. 1975, §§34-21-2(1), 34-21-62.
History: New Rule: Filed September 20, 2002; effective

October 25, 2002. Repealed: Filed February 25, 2013; effective
April 1, 2013.

Supp. 3/31/13 11-5
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ALABAMA BOARD OF NURSING
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE

CHAPTER 610-X-12

Loan Repayment Program for Advanced Practice Nursing
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610-X-12-.01 Definitions

(@D Participant: Any person who applies for and is
awarded a loan, as provided in Article 6 of Title 34, Chapter 21,
Code of Alabama (1975).

(2) Eligible people: Students in accredited nursing
education programs approved by the Board who are pursuing a
graduate degree to become a certified registered nurse practitioner
(CRNP), a certified nurse midwife (CNM), or a certified registered
nurse anesthetist (CRNA); or CRNPs, CNMs, and CRNAs applying for
loans for any previously completed scholastic year.

(3) Full-Time: 36-40 hours per week

(4) Immediate: Within three months (90 days) of
graduation or receipt of loan.

(5) Area of Critical Need: An area of critical need shall
be an area in Alabama with a critical need, as determined by the
Board, for advanced practice nurses and shall not be a part of, or
within five miles of, an urbanized area, as defined most recently
by the U.S. Census Bureau.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing
Statutory Authority: Alabama Act No. 2016-353
610-X-11-.02 Participant Qualifications.

An applicant for a graduate loan shall:

12-1



Chapter 610-X-12 Nursing

(1) Be a resident of the state of Alabama for at least
one year preceding the time of making application for the loan.

(2) Have an active, unencumbered license as a
registered nurse (RN) in Alabama.

(©) Be a person of good moral character.
@) Either:
(a) Be accepted for an accredited graduate program on a

track to become a certified registered nurse practitioner (CRNP),
certified nurse midwife (CNM), or certified registered nurse
anesthetist (CRNA); or

(b) Hold a degree from such a graduate program and be
eligible for approval as a CRNP, CNM, or CRNA in the state of
Alabama.

(5) Meet eligibility requirements.

(6) Agree to work immediately following graduation or
loan approval in full-time practice as a CRNA, CRNP, or CNM in an
area of critical need, as determined by the Board, for eighteen
(18) months for each year he or she received a loan under the
Program, subject to the requirements of Code of Alabama (1975), &
34-21-96.

(7) Agree to designate the area of critical need where
the participant will work at the time specified by the Board.

(a) For participants currently enrolled in the graduate
program for which the loan is being awarded, the participant shall
designate the area of critical need where the participant will
work within three months (90 days) of graduation.

(b) For participants who are CRNPs, CNMs, and CRNAs
applying for loans for any previously completed scholastic year,
the participant shall designate the area of critical need where
the participant will work in the loan agreement.

(c) Once the participant designates the area of critical
need where the participant will work, the participant may change
the area of critical need where the participant will work only if
approved by the Board and subject to the additional service
requirements established in Code of Alabama (1975), 8 34-21-

96 (c) .

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing
Statutory Authority: Alabama Act No. 2016-353

12-2
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610-X-12-.03 Loan Conditions.

(1) Loans may be awarded for multiple years of
graduate study, as specified in statute.

(2) Each loan is limited to a maximum of twelve
thousand dollars ($12,000).

(3) Participants shall be selected from the state of
Alabama at large and, to the extent practicable, distributed
throughout the State.

(4) Participants shall agree to provide verification
of employment when requested by the Board.

(5) Participants shall sign a contract to repay the
amount of the loan by working following graduation in full-
time practice as a CRNA, CRNP, or CNM in an area of critical
need for the time required in Code of Alabama (1975) 8 34-21-
96.

(6) Participants shall notify the Board if any of
the following conditions apply:

@) Failure to complete the graduate nursing program
when anticipated.

(b) Relocation.

(c) Employment following graduation from the
graduate nursing program, as provided in this chapter.

(d) Failure to complete the minimum number of
academic hours required by the loan repayment agreement.

(e) Withdrawal from the graduate nursing program.
(7) The Board shall develop and prescribe such
forms of application, agreements, or other documents as may

be necessary to implement this chapter.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing
Statutory Authority: Alabama Act No. 2016-353

610-X-12-.04 Application for Loan.

(1) An applicant for the program shall submit an
online application by the deadline established by the Board.

() Incomplete applications may not be considered.

12-3
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()] The applicant shall submit proof of:

(a) Residency in Alabama for one year prior to the
date of application.

(b) Acceptance in or completion of an accredited
graduate nursing program approved by the Board on a track to become
a CRNP, CNM, or CRNA.

(4) Once selected, the applicant shall sign a loan
repayment agreement for the total amount awarded.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing
Statutory Authority: Alabama Act No. 2016-353
610-X-12-.05 Failure to Satisfy Conditions of Loan Repayment
Agreement.
(1) In the event that the participant defaults on or

otherwise fails to honor the loan repayment agreement with the
Board for any reason, the individual shall be liable for immediate
repayment of the total principal loan amount plus interest and
penalties, as specified in Code of Alabama (1975) 8 34-21-98.

(2) The Board may excuse repayment of a loan, in whole
or part, upon the death of a participant, or upon the participant's
becoming disabled to the extent that he or she is no longer able to
engage in the practice of nursing, or upon some other extreme
hardship not the fault of the participant.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing
Statutory Authority: Alabama Act No. 2016-353
610-X-12-.06 Disbursement of Loan Funds.

Payments to participants shall be made annually.

Author: The Alabama Board of Nursing
Statutory Authority: HB228
610-X-12-.07 Identification of Areas of Critical Need
(1) The Board shall meet annually to determine the areas

of critical need for advanced practice nurses.
Criteria for identification of areas of critical
need shall include, but are not limited to:
(a) Availability of primary care providers in an area.
(b) Location in a non-urbanized area, as determined by

12-4
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the US census Bureau.

(3) In determining compliance with the service
requirements as defined in this chapter, the Board shall consider
only the primary practice site of a CRNP, CNM, and CRNA.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing
Statutory Authority: Alabama Act No. 2016-353
610-X-12-.08 Disciplinary Action.

Failure to comply with the provisions of any contract or loan
repayment agreement as provided in this Chapter shall constitute
grounds for discipline up to and including revocation of the
Participant's nursing license.

Author: Alabama Board of Nursing
Statutory Authority: Alabama Act No. 2016-353
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