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Alabama Board of Nursing Scope of Practice - APRN
Decision Making Model

Identify and describe the act being performed.

Is the procedure or role specifically prohibited by the 
Alabama Nurse Practice Act (NPA), the Alabama Board 

of Nursing Administrative Rules, Advisory Opinions, 
other laws (state or federal), and other policies?

Is the procedure or role consistent with your Alabama 
licensure, based on graduate level APRN education 

role, population focus, certification, and, if applicable, 
collaborative practice protocol? 

Do I have the required knowledge, skill, and experience 
to safely perform this procedure or role? Do I have 
documentation to demonstrate this requirement? 

Would this be considered an accepted standard of care? 
Would a reasonable, prudent APRN with similar train-
ing and experience perform this procedure or role in 

similar circumstances?

Is the procedure or role consistent with Alabama law 
AND with scope of practice or practice guidelines 

established by the national professional organization or 
accrediting agency?
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Is the procedure or role appropriate for the 

facility/agency? NO

YES
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If the APRN has answered yes to each step of this decision model this procedure or 
role is considered to be within the scope of practice.

Is the procedure or role consistent with your WY licen-
sure, based on graduate level APRN education role, 

population focus and certification? 

NO
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Are you prepared to accept accountability for the provi-
sion of safe care when performing this procedure or 

role?
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Are there established policies and procedures, including 
stardardized procedures and/or previously approved 

skills?

If required, will the facility/agency allow the APRN to be 
credentialed to perform the activity or role?

YES

YES

Are adequate safety measures in place?

Do you possess the knowledge, skill, and experience to 
respond appropriately to complications or untoward 

effects?

Have you assesed potential consequences of accepting 
treatment responsibility for this patient?
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