
Area of Critical Need
ABN Administrative Code § 610-X-12.-.01(5)

Prior to 
November 15, 2023

An area in Alabama with a critical 
need for advanced practice 
nurses, that is not a part of, or 
within five miles of, an 
urbanized area as defined most 
recently by the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

On or After November 15, 2023

An area that is physically located within Alabama and meets one of 
the following criteria:
1. Located within a primary care health professional shortage 

area (HPSA) for a geographic area, recognized by the Health 
Resources and Services Administration, or its successor 
organization, or by the Alabama Office of Primary Care and Rural 
Health, or its successor organization.

2. A federally Qualified Health Center or designated Indian 
Health Services, Tribal Health, and Urban Indian Health 
Organization located anywhere within Alabama, with a primary 
care HPSA score of 14 or more.

3. Located within an eligible Alabama Rural Medical Service 
Awards rural community as defined most recently by the Office 
of Primary Care and Rural Health, or its successor organization. 

https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/health-workforce/shortage-areas/hpsa-find
https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/health-workforce/shortage-areas/hpsa-find
https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/health-workforce/shortage-areas/hpsa-find
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural#/
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural#/


Example of an Area of Critical Need permitted site
on or after November 15, 2023
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ABN Administrative Code 
§ 610-X-12.-.01(5)(b)(3)



Example of an Area of Critical Need permitted site
on or after November 15, 2023
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Example of an Area of Critical Need excluded site
prior to November 15, 2023
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Example of an Area of Critical Need excluded site
prior to November 15, 2023
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